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HASDRUBAL AND NERO.   207 B. 0.

NERO and Livius, consuls of 207 B. c., had Hasdrubal to face in the north,
Hannibal in the south. The latter undertook the northern problem, with three
armies of twenty thousand men each. Nero had an equal number. Hasdrubal
left Spain too late to cross the Alps the same year. He crossed early in the
spring, but did not push to a junction with his brother, engaging in the useless
siege of Placentia instead. The Romans knew his movements well; not so
Hannibal, to whom, news could only come through two sets of armies and a hos-
tile country. Hannibal twice advanced to northern Apulia, hoping for news, but
both times was pushed back from lack of men, losing heavily in affairs forced
on him against his will. At Grumentum Nero and Hannibal crossed swords, to
Hannibal's loss, if we can credit Livy. Certainly his army was now of very-
poor material, and Nero, save only Marcellus, the stoutest opponent the Ro-
mans had yet sent against him. Despite defeat, Hannibal again advanced to
Canusium, where he awaited news from his brother. Nero closely watched
him. Hasdrubal's messengers fell into the hands of the Romans, who found
out his plans and were able to take means for meeting them, while Hannibal
was ignorant of the projects of both.

THE thirteenth year of the war, the twelfth campaign in
Italy, B, c. 207, was opened by appointing to the consulate
the most competent of the Roman generals, Caius Claudius
Nero. For several years he had held important commands,
and had done them justice. To him was joined M. Livius
Salinator, an old man, who twelve years before had been
consul, and had then given proof of capacity. He had been
accused of peculation, but on trial been acquitted. The ac-
cusation had embittered him; he desired to keep out of pub*
Kc life, and at first refused to serve. He had for some reason
a particular prejudice against Nero. But the entreaties of
the senate prevailed. Livius accepted the consulate, and wasl,   lie held the entire province.   Interest now centred in                            f
